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matter for farmer David Carson. These mysterious circles have flattened half an acre of corn

HAV'NG A HEI.D DA 2;:'1"3\? g?gvlv s flocking on to his land to try to decipher the message have flattened even more




| outer space left in farmer’s field
:

IS THIS
A CORNY
OKE?

By DICK DURHAM

pat COr lﬁéle mystery that is
: : sciendsts and farmers,
hu taken on a new sinister shape.
Whoever — or whatever — has been form-

g Vo

ng the perfect rings in British cornfields,

sitlently and secretly in the dead of night, is

78

now branching out into key patterns
Experts have no explanation and there’s a £5,000

reward to anyone who can solve the mystery
he circles are messages from aliens Others

Some say
5 put them

down to mini whirlwinds, electro-magnetic flelds, heli-

copters, hedgehogs, rutting deer, or jet

aircraft

Even corn disease has been blamed

When the first circle was
recorded in 1678, ;nu-pm seasdd
was the work of the Devil

Now they belleve it could
all be a practical joke

But there are too
ANy 320 mysterious cir
cles have appeared so far this
year an J)'ruﬂ.‘ are o big
and too perfectly formed to

be man-made
And for farimer David Car
t's no laughing matter

“If this is ET ringing hosne,
I hope he uses someone else’s
comfield next time,”™ he says
For this latest bizarme mes
sage, if that's what it is, has
cost David more than £200 in
lost crops
The circles have flattened
half an acre and over 1,000
sightseers, who have flocked
in to try to decipher the code
have flattened even more
David’s family has worked
"u land around Manor Farm,
Alton Priors, Wiltshire, for
H\tr 100 years, and these are
: first corn circles they ve
ever had.

But David, 32, doesn't
believe they're a hoax. "It
would take ten people sev-
eral hours to do. It's too sym
netrical and we would have
heard them.”

Circle expert Jenny
Randles claims the rings are
formed by a powerful elec
tronic force luﬁ)l which gives

it dangerous radiation

NAVES.

We have 12 eye-wilness
accounts of the rings forming
and the witnesses have expe-
nenced burning skin, hair
standing on end, ears pop-

stery has the
scientists going

round in circes

FIELDWORK:

ping, and in some cases peo-
ple's cars have stopped.”

The rings always form
between May and mid-Au-
gust and have been found in
other countries in sand, show
and rice-paddie fields.

Jenny, a member of the
British UFO Research Asso-
ciatibn, says: “It is not a
space-ship but it is something
dangerous and fascinating.”

Now a nationwide investi-

gation, Operation Cropwatch,
has started, masterminded by
Colin Andrew, who believes
the circles are the handwrit-
ing of aliens.

“The circles seem to be
elaborate pictograms created
by some sort of intelligent
life force as an attempt
to communicate with
mankind.”

But Dr Terence Meaden,
director of the Tornado and

Colin Andrew of Operation Cropwatch gets down to
some close investigation in one of the corn rings

Storm Research Organisa-
tion, reckons it’s all down to
freak whirlwinds. Experts at
the Bracknell Weather Cen-
tre have ruled that out.

Derek Hardy, a spokesman
for Bracknell, says: “We
don’'t know what is causing
these circles.

“j suspect, however, that if
little reen men are
involved, they’re the ones
from: the local pub!”



